WIMBLEDON INDEPENDENT SUPPORTERS ASSOCIATION

Ordinary General Meeting

Wimbledon Community Centre 
 Thursday, 25th October 2007, 7.30 p.m.

MINUTES
1. Apologies for absence:

Apologies had been received from Si Wheeler, Jill Stratton, Mags Hutchinson, John Jennett, Jamie Johnson, Ian Pollock, Roger and Marian Stein and Callum Watson.

2. Minutes of previous meeting (AGM on 3rd May 2007):

The AGM minutes were agreed, subject to checking whether or not Ross Maclagan had offered to audit the WISA accounts. Item 11 (AFC Wimbledon/Dons Trust Update) also needed to be amended to read: “No representatives of the club or trust were present.”  

3. Treasurer’s Report:

Sean Fox, Treasurer, said WISA had already received £700 in membership renewals, which compared favourably with the same time last year. There was now £3,900 in the bank after paying £200 to renew Andy Little’s shirt sponsorship. As usual, WISA was planning to sponsor a home game at the end of January (Tonbridge Angels on 26th January). The sponsorship deposit of £100 has already been paid. 

4. Motions

No motions had been received.

5. Elections

No candidates were standing for General Committee. 

6. MK Dons/Wimbledon History Update

In Si Wheeler’s absence, Lou Carton-Kelly (Vice-Chair) read an update from him on the history and honours situation.

The honours have been valued by Merton council independently and it is likely that they will be housed, in the short term anyway, in the Civic Centre foyer in a specially built case. 

We are still talking to the council about a formal event and this is likely to occur when the honours are on display.  We expect the council to hand over the trademarks of Wimbledon FC to AFC Wimbledon at that event. However, the legal bods are involved again and as we found out with the formal handover, it is impossible to put an exact time-frame on when the i’s have been dotted and t’s crossed. 

Gail Moss, Press Officer, said the Womble Til I Die gates had now been moved from Plough Lane. WISA was hoping to organise cleaning off the paint which covered the graffiti some time next year.

Gail also said the original developers, David Wilson, had been taken over by Barratts. This meant some delay in liaising with them over ideas for commemorating Plough Lane’s former use as the home of Wimbledon FC. 

However, at the home games against Staines Town and Harrow WISA had held a poll to ask fans to suggest names of people connected with Wimbledon FC which could be used to name the blocks of flats. We had also asked for suggestions for the contents of a time capsule.

We had had a good response, and had now written to Barratts with the list of names and biographies, together with detailed suggestions on the time capsule, commemorative plaque and artwork. 

7. Merton Council’s long-term plan for the borough

Gail Moss said the latest proposals for the long-term borough plan had been published in June and WISA had held a well-attended open meeting at Wimbledon Community Centre, with one of Merton Council’s planning officers present to explain the plans and answer questions. With the help of Graham Timms, one of our members who is also a planning consultant, WISA had then drawn up model replies for fans to respond via the council’s website or on paper. We had had an excellent response, with over 150 replies. This was around 40% of the total number of people responding to the proposals as a whole.

The council’s planning department was now preparing a final version of the plan, to be published next year, and which WISA would review. 
8. FSF/Supporters Direct Update 

Nicole Hammond said the Football Supporters’ Federation (FSF) had more money coming in and was now able to run a small office. 

The FSF was still pursuing several issues of importance to fans. On safe standing, it had submitted a very comprehensive report to the FA which did not call for the return of terracing, but for safe standing areas. The FSF was also campaigning to protect the 3 p.m. kick-off on a Saturday. As more and more games were shown on TV, even clubs in the BlueSquare Conference were now having to play at ridiculous times. The FSF is trying to set up a meeting with football authorities to discuss this.

FSF chair Malcolm Clark is now a supporters’ representative on the FA board. This is a new position created in the wake of the Burns Report.

Tim Hillyer reported on the FSF Fans’ Parliament (i.e. national conference) at Gresty Road stadium (Crewe) in June, attended by 150 delegates. The conference included a workshop with the senior police liaison officer for the whole of the UK, as well as a full-time officer for the Stewards’ Association. 
Next year’s Fans’ Parliament will be at the Emirates Stadium (Arsenal).
The European Fans’ Parliament will also be held in London at the same venue on the same weekend, the first in June next year.
Tim then reported on the Supporters Direct (SD) conference in Manchester, which he said was superb. Around 100 people representing 142 trusts were there, although The Dons’ Trust was not represented.
SD is having problems getting trusts to fulfil their roles in registering with it. Only 32 trusts actually voted and the elections were uncontested. There has also been a reduction in the size of the SD board.  
The Leader of Manchester City Council said that FC United was now paying Bury to rent Gigg Lane, and the council is looking for a site for FC United’s own stadium.
The keynote speaker was James Purnell, Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, who said that the next objective for SD should be to get a supporters trust at every club. A study is under way looking at establishing trusts in other European countries. Gordon Taylor of the PFA also spoke. [image: image1.png]



Tim went to the workshop on football club accounts, featuring David Conn and representatives from Deloitte, who run the annual football club survey.
He also attended Jackie Forster’s non-league forum, which is developing an online messageboard for interested parties. Tim has volunteered to be a temporary moderator for an AFC Wimbledon forum.
The conference had ended in the traditional way at a Manchester hostelry. Gail Moss said it was a pity that the famous Tommy Duck’s pub in Manchester’s theatre land had been bulldozed by its owners Greenall Whitley, as delegates might have enjoyed seeing the women’s colourful knickers on the ceiling, and other memorabilia.
Lou Carton-Kelly thanked Nicole and Tim for their contributions.  
9. AFC Wimbledon/Dons Trust Update

Apologies for absence had been received from Erik Samuelson and David Cox, of AFC Wimbledon and the Dons Trust respectively. Erik had said that most club developments had been covered in recent articles in matchday programmes.

It was generally known that Wimbledon Greyhound Stadium had been put up for sale by its owners. Lou said that all the greyhound stadiums owned by the same company were up for sale as a job lot. 

AFC Wimbledon’s bid to run Morden Park had been rejected the first time around, along with all the other bids. The club had now put in a joint bid with Tooting & Mitcham to run Morden Park. The local church and mosque were also involved in this. Nothing would be decided before January. 

10. Announcements and Any Other Business

Lou said she had seen a few new faces at Kingsmeadow Live.  The stand-up comedy nights were also good value, with comedy and curry for £10.

Lou then thanked Karen d’Amico for her work on the newsletter, and Ronan Warde for helping with the website. The vote of thanks was seconded by Gail.

Lou reminded the meeting that there was still time to send in questions for the Dons Trust election questionnaire, with a deadline of 2 November. So far, there had been no response.

Bob Stephens asked if the roads on the Plough Lane development could be named. Gail said we had been told by the developers there were not going to be any roads on the site. Sean said that when we spoke to the developers, they seemed broadly receptive to ideas. They appreciated there was publicity in commemorating the former use of the site.

There being no further business, most of those present adjourned in time-honoured fashion to the Alex. 

