WIMBLEDON INDEPENDENT SUPPORTERS ASSOCIATION

Ordinary General Meeting
Back bar, Kingsmeadow Stadium 
Saturday, 24th January, 12.00 p.m.

MINUTES
1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence had been received from Simon Wheeler, Jill Stratton, Jamie Johnson, John Lloyd, Ross Maclagan, Helen Maclagan, Roger Stein and Marian Stein.

2. Minutes of previous meeting

The minutes of the previous Ordinary General Meeting on Thursday, 30th October 2008, were presented.  No points were raised, but as the OGM was not quorate, they could not be agreed.

3. Matters arising from the minutes

Sean told the meeting that there were still no concrete plans to carry out the National Association of Disabled Supporters survey but that WISA were working with the club on this issue.

4. Report from the Treasurer 

The renewals season had more or less finished, with a very high rate of renewals, around 90 per cent. We had around 250 members.

5. Accounts

Sean presented the accounts but these could not be approved as the meeting did not have a quorum. However, there was £3,000 in the bank. Although this sounded like a lot of money, it could soon get eaten up on admin such as sending out notices of meetings to members, and it was also advisable to keep a reserve in case of emergency expenditure. At the moment it was therefore not a good idea to spend even more money on supporting AFC Wimbledon than we already did through match and player sponsorships.

Gail Moss said that the renewals letter had invited members to make donations in view of the fact that the membership rates had not gone up, and there had been a generous response.  

6. Motions

Sean said he would like to have presented a motion to reduce the quorum so that this and future meetings could approve the accounts, minutes and other items which had to be approved. However, this was not possible as the meeting itself was inquorate. To overcome this problem, he suggested that members round up as many people as possible to attend the AGM so that the motion could be passed with a quorum.

7. Elections

No nominations had been received.

8. History and Honours Update

Nothing new had happened on the history and honours front. The display at Merton Civic Centre had been rotated since it was opened, but there was no way of telling our fans when a rotation had taken place and there were new items on display.

The Plough Lane naming ceremony had taken place last November. WISA had written an article for both the club’s matchday programme and for Womble Underground Press describing the occasion. The whole event was well done although for many fans it was not particularly pleasant as it aroused mixed feelings.

The plaque to commemorate the ceremony and the names of the buildings referred to “Wimbledon Dons” rather than “Wimbledon” or “The Dons”  WISA was talking to Barratts to get it re-done. It was simply a mistake on behalf of the copywriter, and certainly nothing to do with the Franchise, as some conspiracy theorists had suggested.

The next stage of the commemoration process was to bury a time capsule containing Wimbledon FC memorabilia. It had been decided to bury it in a specific location which Barratts and WISA knew but which would otherwise be kept secret. The exact details would be recorded for posterity.

The WTID gates were still being looked after. We had taken advice some time ago on how to clean off the blue paint covering the graffiti but it was going to involve a lot of work and was not the highest priority at the moment.

9. FSF/Supporters Direct Update

Tim Hillyer sent his apologies for not being able to attend to report on the FSF, but he was busy in the club shop. However, the next Southern Region meeting was to be held in Essex in February.

10. AFC Wimbledon/Dons Trust Update

No representatives from the club or Trust were present but the latest developments had been publicised in matchday programmes and on the club’s website. 
11. Announcements and AOB

Gail reported that the process of drafting the new borough plan (the long-term development framework, or LDF) had been delayed yet again. The next draft should have been ready by April 2009, but Merton’s planning department had said it would now not be ready until September at the earliest.

However, once the draft was published, WISA would review it and if submissions were requested, was hoping to organise another write-in campaign asking for provision for a potential stadium for AFC Wimbledon to be enshrined within the plan.

Chris Burgess asked if WISA could put pressure on the council to get a training ground for the club in Merton. Sean said it was for the club to do this if they wanted to pursue this idea. Rob Crane said that residents were now fighting the Goals development in Morden Park.

There being no other business, members adjourned for liquid refreshment before enjoying the game (and result!) against Braintree Town.
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