WIMBLEDON INDEPENDENT SUPPORTERS ASSOCIATION

Annual General Meeting

Wimbledon Community Centre 
 Thursday, 18th May 2006, 7.30 p.m.

MINUTES


1. Apologies for absence: 

Apologies had been received from Ross Maclagan, Helen Andrews, Colin Dench, Alan Edwards, Mike O’Shaughnessy, Jamie Johnson, Gerry Hever, Roberto Bussinello, Dennis Lowndes, Bernie Podd, John Lloyd, Roger & Marian Stein.


2. AGM Minutes 28th January 2006: 

The minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held on 28th January 2006 were agreed with no matters arising. 


3. Set Membership Fees for 2006/07:

· The committee recommended no change to the fees.

· The attendees at the meeting voted in favour of no change.

· Adults - £5, Concessions £3, Household - £10, Life Membership - £100.

· Membership Year Runs 1st September – 31st August.
4.Treasurer / Examiners’ Report:

Sean Fox, Treasurer, presented the current set of accounts, adding that a substantial donation of £4,000 had been received from an anonymous donor. 

WISA had spent £1,500 the previous week acquiring a variety of medals and other memorabilia belonging to Harry Stannard, which had been put up for auction. 

The accounts were agreed.

Mike O’Shaughnessy sent his apologies that he was unable to attend the meeting but confirmed that had examined and approved the accounts.

5. Re-Appointment of Account Examiners for the coming year:

Simon Wheeler expressed his thanks to Mike for carrying out the role of examiner over the last 12 months. Mike has clarified that he is happy to continue auditing the WISA accounts for the coming year. 

Ian Pollock nominated Mike as Examiner; Lou Carton Kelly seconded this. This was agreed by attendees, with 1 abstention.

6. Election of the Committee

Ian Pollock and Peter Bowles have both decided to stand down from the committee. Simon Wheeler thanked them for their contributions.

All Candidates standing were elected as follows:

Position 
Candidate

Chair
Simon Wheeler

Vice Chair
Lou Carton-Kelly

Secretary
Ross Maclagan

Treasurer
Sean Fox

Publicity Officer
Gail Moss

Club Liaison Officer
Colin Dench

Membership Secretary
Jill Stratton

Newsletter Editor


Webmaster


General Committee
Karim Nanji


Kathy Cork England


Jacki Harvie


Ray Downham


Dennis Lowndes

7. Motions

No motions were received. 

8. MK Dons / Wimbledon History Update

Simon Wheeler updated the meeting on the ongoing campaign regarding the History and Honours. The FSF have tabled a motion to be debated at national council. WISA have put up an amendment to this motion.  Simon confirmed that Malcolm Clark (Chair of the FSF) has held discussions with Pete Winkleman regarding the history and honours. Pete Winkleman has, however, refused to meet with WISA to discuss this further. 

There has been some speculation over the last week that a deal had been done between the FSF, MK Dons and Pete Winkleman. Simon has spoken to the FSF who have stated that this is not true.  A meeting was held between representatives of the FSF and Winkleman, where Winkleman agreed in principal to returning the history and honours to the community of Wimbledon (Merton Council), but no agreement has been reached. 

There are still a few issues that need to be discussed and agreed and the FSF have confirmed that they do not see WISA as being an obstructive organisation.

Tim Hillyer spoke about the submission, which has been made to the Independent European Football Review. The review looks at various issues affecting modern-day European football and WISA have contributed by submitting a report about the central role of football authorities; the ownership, control and management of clubs. The report is due to be published by end May.

A link to the report will be made available on the WISA website.

Simon Wheeler thanked Terry Parker for his help in brokering the deal for the Harry Stannard memorabilia. It is an important purchase and WISA will look at other items as they become available. It has not been decided where the memorabilia will be stored or displayed, but various options are being investigated. 

9. FSF / Supporters Direct Update

FSF annual conference is taking place on Sunday 4th June at Wild Pheasant Hotel, Llangollen, Wales. WISA encourages all members to join the FSF and attend the conference. If there is enough interest WISA will run a minibus or coach to transport members to the conference. 

Tim Hillyer has been elected as Pyramid League Development Officer and Simon Wheeler has been elected to Southern Division Membership Development Officer of the FSF. (Si / Ross, is this FSF Or SD?)

Tim Hillyer gave Supporters Direct update. 3 further trusts have been launched at Sutton Utd, Aldershot Town and Crawley Town.  Tim also confirmed that MKDSA are not affiliated to SD and will not be eligible unless they renounce the legal rights to Wimbledon FC. 

10. Plough Lane Update / Merton’s Long Term Plan for the Borough

There have been no updates regarding Plough Lane. No work has commenced on the site. 

Ways of removing the paint from the gates are still being investigated. A sample is being sent away for analysis. There is no update on removing the gates. 

The surveys issued during the recent local election have created some good press coverage locally. The council have said they would welcome a return to Merton. It is important to maintain dialogue with the council and maintain local support and awareness. 

Simon expressed thanks to Tim Hillyer, Ian Pollock and Gail Moss for the work that has been put in. 

Merton Council has published their Long Term Plan for the borough. A consultation was held last year and following a written campaign and submission of views the plan now establishes an agenda for supporting the return of football to the borough. 

No site has been identified as being suitable, with the possible exception of the Greyhound Stadium. 

11. AFC Wimbledon /Dons Trust Update:

No members of the club or trust were present. 

12. Announcements & A.O.B.

Sunday 16h July: The Sky Masters tournament is being held at Wembley. This year sees the return of a Wimbledon side into the competition. It is always a good, fun day out. Tickets are available from the club. Members are encouraged to buy tickets in advance from the club, for each ticket sold a donation will be made to the club.

Meeting closed.

Jill Stratton

Membership Secretary

