WIMBLEDON INDEPENDENT SUPPORTERS ASSOCIATION

Ordinary General Meeting

Back bar, Kingsmeadow Stadium 
 Saturday, 16th January 2008, 1.30 p.m.

MINUTES
1. Apologies for absence

Apologies had been received from Simon Wheeler, Roberto Bussinello, Tim Hillyer, Ray Leyden, Helen Maclagan and Roger and Marian Stein. 

2. Minutes of previous meeting (OGM on 25th October 2007)

The minutes of the previous OGM were agreed. 

3. Matters arising from the minutes

There were none, except for those which could be dealt with under specific agenda items. 

4. Treasurer’s report

Sean Fox, Treasurer, had been delayed but in his absence, members were invited to review the accounts for the three months to 31st December 2007. Most of the membership renewal money was now in, and the bank balance had stabilised, although the cost of the Tonbridge Angels match sponsorship in February still had to be deducted. It was confirmed that the amount of £90 for the WTID gates was for transport from Plough Lane to the place where they are currently being stored. 

5. Motions

No motions had been received.

6. Elections

No candidates were standing for General Committee. 

7. History and honours update

Ross Maclagan, formerly WISA Secretary, set out the arrangements for the unveiling of Wimbledon FC’s memorabilia at Merton Civic Centre on Wednesday, 27th February.

There would be an opportunity for ten fans, chosen by a draw, to attend the unveiling. All fans who were interested could put their names into one of the WISA ballot boxes in the bars, today or at Tuesday’s game against Wealdstone. On Tuesday, the names would be drawn by Dickie Guy. 

The evening’s proceedings would start at 7 p.m., followed at 8 p.m. by a couple of brief speeches, including one by Dickie Guy, and the unveiling itself. Also present would be Roy Law, captain of the FA Amateur Cup winning side of 1963, and Dave Beasant, captain of the FA Cup winning team in 1988. Others expected to attend included Lawrie Sanchez, Marcus Gayle, Allan Batsford, Tom McCready and Terry Brown. The guests also included WISA committee and members of the club and Dons Trust boards. The local press would be there, as well as NUTS TV.

The FA Cup was also going to be hired for the night, to be paid for by WISA. Unfortunately the FA Amateur Cup was too fragile to come down.

There is going to be a permanent display in the library at the Civic Centre, in two cabinets built in Germany to British Museum specifications. The council have bought a number of books and DVDs to be available for loan from Merton libraries, and WISA have donated copies of Our Aim Was Success. An Elonex shirt provided by Dave McKnight was going to be raffled off for the Mayor’s charity. 

In due course, Merton Council hopes to allow some of the memorabilia to be brought to a game at Kingsmeadow. Ross advised that he will be discussing with WISA the possibility of getting a replica of the 1963 FA Amateur Cup made, as the original had been stolen.

Ian Pollock said he still has the Harry Stannard memorabilia at home. Ross said that Sophie Poole, Merton Council PR manager, who was organising the evening, had agreed that it might be possible to transfer other items to the council premises, and we could have a clear sign saying that (for instance) the Harry Stannard collection belonged to WISA.

Nicole Hammond said she still has some memorabilia from Plough Lane, including the penalty spot which was in her father’s back garden. 

Ross said if anyone else had memorabilia they could offer for display at the Civic Centre, they should e-mail secretary@wisa.org.uk

Ross said the council had done a fantastic job and Jill Stratton, Secretary, thanked Ross and Simon for their hard work as well.

8. Plough Lane commemoration

Sean (who had now arrived) gave an update on WISA’s work to get proper recognition of Plough Lane’s history as the Dons’ former home incorporated in the new development. 

The developers, Barratts, had responded positively. The idea of naming some of the buildings after players or others associated with the club was still under consideration.

However, Barratts appeared happy for us to bury a time capsule on the site. There would also be a plaque and artwork commemorating Wimbledon FC. Barratts were committed to the artwork by the Section 106 agreement, which specifically referred to a sculpture to be placed on top of the building at the corner of Plough Lane and Durnsford Road, to be illuminated at night. While there was general sadness about what had happened at Plough Lane, there was some amusement at the thought of local residents who had been against the club moving back there being faced with a constant reminder of it.

Barratts said the time capsule would be buried in the soft landscaping area of the development (i.e. outside, rather than under a building) so the details would not need to be finalised for some time.

9. FSF/Supporters Direct update

Nicole Hammond outlined the proposal from the Premier League to play an extra game each season – the so-called Game 39 -- abroad, and the Football Supporters’ Federation’s plans for a campaign to stop it. Nicole said that although everyone was against Game 39, it could still happen. The Southern Region of the FSF were holding a meeting at the Friends Meeting House, Euston Road, at 7.30 p.m. the following Monday, 18th February, to get fans’ ideas for opposing the plans, and all were welcome.

10. AFC Wimbledon/Dons Trust update

Erik Samuelson and David Cox sent apologies for absence because of match day duties.

11. Announcements and any other business

Ian asked how many members WISA had. Jill said the number was approaching 300 and still growing.

There being no other business, members adjourned to the bar, and the game against Leyton.

Gail Moss

Publicity Officer

