Dear Sir,

                             Football and the Local Development Framework
I understand that Merton Council is currently consulting with the public about the contents of its future Local Development Framework (LDF), the overall plan for the borough of Merton that was once called a Unitary Development Plan.

I believe that a key issue for the council is the encouragement of top class professional football in the borough.

Since the departure of the former Wimbledon FC to Milton Keynes, there has been a large hole in the sporting make up of Merton.

The rise of WFC from non-league status to the Premier League - winning the FA Cup along the way - was one of the most notable events of our national sport in the last 30 years.

Yet despite the fact that former supporters of WFC - including many local residents - have now set up a thriving new club in AFC Wimbledon, there is currently very little opportunity for that club to re-establish itself directly in its home territory.
I believe that can change if Merton council puts all its efforts into assisting AFCW to establish itself fully in the borough. 

To that end I call on the council to ensure that such a policy is clearly spelt out as a key priority in the forthcoming LDF. 

The advantages of a football club in Wimbledon are obvious: it would bring prestige, public recognition, employment, business opportunities and straight forward enjoyment to the area’s residents.
More than that, it would be doing the right thing, by re-establishing a footballing tradition in Wimbledon that began in the 19th century. This is a unique opportunity for Merton Council. 

 Few developments would be as likely to have such a widespread and beneficial impact on the area as the return of a football club bearing the name of Wimbledon.
It would also help to establish good sporting facilities as a key element of the Borough.

At the time of writing Speedway has been brought to a halt at Wimbledon Stadium. And there are fears that greyhound racing there may also come to a halt.

I hope you agree that doing all you can to encourage the re-establishment of AFC Wimbledon within the boundaries of Merton should be a high priority for the council.

I hope you will adopt such a policy as a key part of your core strategy,

Yours sincerely,

